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Sources and Sinks  
 
 

Nature (the ecosystem) is the source of all we consume. 

The ecosystem also serves as a sink for all wastes. 
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Adapted from Herman Daly.  "Introduction to the Steady-State Economy."  In Economics, Ecology, Ethics:  Essays Toward a Steady-State Economy.  Herman Daly, editor.  San Franciso: W.H. 
Freeman.  1980. 
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HUMAN ACTIVITY: Extracting 
resources and producing waste to 
produce, consumer, and dispose 

of materials.  
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